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SCREENING DECISION REPORT 
EMRIRB File No.: 0004-1519-003 

April 12, 2019 
 
Re: Screening Decision for “Testing the Orosirian Carbon Cycle: Long Island Sound, Nunavut” Project, 
Malcolm SW Hodgskiss, EMRIRB File No.: 0004-1519-003. 
 
The Eeyou Marine Report Impact Review Board (EMRIRB or the Board) is an Institution of Public 
Government established pursuant to Section 18.2.1 of the Eeyou Marine Region Land Claims Agreement 
(EMRLCA). The EMRIRB has a mandate, under Section 18.2.2 of the EMRLCA, to screen project proposals 
and, further to such screening, to indicate to the relevant authorities whether a review is required. The purpose 
of this letter is to communicate to you the Board’s screening decision as required pursuant to Section 18.4.4 of 
the EMRLCA. 
 
Following the EMRIRB’s assessment of all materials provided, the EMRIRB is recommending that a review of 
Malcolm SW Hodgskiss’ “Testing the Orosirian Carbon Cycle: Long Island Sound, Nunavut” Project is not 
required pursuant to paragraph 18.4.2 of the EMRLCA. Subject to the Proponent’s compliance with the terms 
and conditions set out below, the EMRIRB is of the view that the project proposal is not likely to cause 
significant public concerns, and it is unlikely to result in significant adverse environmental and social impacts. 
The EMRIRB therefore recommends that you accept this Screening Decision Report. 
 
The following letter provides the results of the EMRIRB’s screening of the project and its reasons for the 
decision. The Board wishes to underline that additional conditions might also be applicable to this project.  
 
 
 

Outline of the Screening Decision Report 

1) REGULATORY FRAMEWORK  
2) PROJECT REFERRAL  
3) PROJECT OVERVIEW & THE EMRIRB ASSESSMENT PROCESS  
4) ASSESSMENT OF THE PROJECT PROPOSAL AND DECISION 
5) VIEWS OF THE BOARD  
6) RECOMMENDED PROJECT-SPECIFIC TERMS AND CONDITIONS   
7) CONCLUSION  
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REGULATORY FRAMEWORK 

The primary objectives of the EMRIRB are set out in Section 18.2.5 of the Eeyou Marine Region Land Claims 
Agreement (EMRLCA):  
 

EMRLCA, Section 18.2.5: In carrying out its functions, the primary objectives of the EMRIRB shall be 
at all times to protect and promote the existing and future well-being of the residents in the EMR, and of 
the coastal Cree communities of Eeyou Istchee and of their members and to protect the Ecosystemic 
integrity of the EMR. The EMRIRB shall take into account the well-being of residents of Canada 
outside the EMR.  

 
The purpose of screening is provided for under Section 18.4.1 of the EMRLCA:  
 

EMRLCA, Section 18.4.1: Upon receipt of a Project Proposal, the EMRIRB shall screen the Project 
Proposal to determine whether it has significant impact potential, and therefore whether it requires 
review. 

 
To determine whether a review of a project is required, the EMRIRB is guided by the considerations as set out 
under Section 18.4.2 of the EMRLCA:  
 

EMRLCA, Section 18.4.2: In screening a Project Proposal, the EMRIRB shall be guided by the 
following principles:  

a) the EMRIRB generally shall determine that such a review is required when, in its judgment:  
i. the project may have significant adverse effects on the ecosystem, Wildlife habitat or Cree Harvesting 
activities; 
ii. the project may have significant adverse socio-economic effects; 
iii. the project will cause significant public concern; or  
iv. the project involves technological innovations for which the effects are unknown;   

b) the EMRIRB generally shall determine that such a review is not required when, in its judgment, the project is 
unlikely to arouse significant public concern; and  

i. the adverse Ecosystemic and socio-economic effects are not likely to be significant; or  
ii. the project is of a type where the potential adverse effects are highly predictable and mitigable with 
known technology; and 

c) in determining whether a review is required or not the EMRIRB shall give greater weight to the provisions of 
paragraph 18.4.2(a). 
 
As set out under Section 18.4.4 of the EMRLCA, upon conclusion of the screening process, the Board must 
provide its written report the Minister:  
 

EMRLCA, Section 18.4.4: Upon receipt of a Project Proposal, the EMRIRB shall screen the Project 
Proposal and indicate to the Minister in writing and make public that: 
a) the Project Proposal may be processed without a review; the EMRIRB may recommend specific 

terms and conditions to be attached to any approval; 
b) the Project Proposal requires review; 
c) the Project Proposal is insufficiently developed to permit proper screening, and should be returned to 

the Proponent for clarification; or 
d) the potential adverse impacts of the Project Proposal are so unacceptable that it should be modified 

or abandoned.  
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PROJECT REFERRAL 

On March 14, 2019 the EMRIRB received a referral to screen Malcolm SW Hodgskiss’ “Testing the Orosirian 
Carbon Cycle: Long Island Sound, Nunavut” project proposal from the Eeyou Marine Region Planning 
Commission (EMRPC or Commission).  

Pursuant to Sections 18.4.1 and 18.4.4 of the EMRLCA, the EMRIRB commenced screening this project 
proposal on March 15, 2019 and assigned it file number 0004-1519-003. 

PROJECT OVERVIEW & THE EMRIRB ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

1. Project Overview

 The proposed scientific research project will study the geology of the Long Island Sound area, in the Cree/Inuit 
Joint Zone. The rocks occurring in this area are approximately two billion years old, and are part of a succession 
of ancient rocks deposited on the eastern edge of Hudson Bay. Although these related areas along the coast have 
been studied in the 1970s – 80s (near Kuujjuarapik and Umiujaq) and the Belcher Islands by the applicant in 
2016 and 2017, the geology of Long Island Sound is unique, according to the applicant, because it has not been 
studied since 1902. This geological fieldwork will be carried out by two people from July 1st to August 31st, 
2019. Transportation to the field area from Chisasibi, and within Long Island Sound, will occur by a small 
motor boat. The camp will consist of three tents (two for sleeping, one for cooking), and all tents, garbage, etc., 
will be removed upon completion of the work.  

The purpose of this scientific research project is to understand the history of the Earth recorded in the geology 
of Long Island Sound, during the interval approximately 2.0 – 1.8 billion years ago. To achieve this, a 
geological map for Long Island Sound will be made, by visiting the islands in the area and defining geological 
units. Small rock samples (~50 – 500 grams) will be collected in the field, and returned to Stanford University 
for chemical analyses. This project will establish a geological framework for the area, and in the long term, will 
contribute to a better understanding of the ancient Earth and the environmental conditions that prevailed 
approximately 2.0 to 1.8 billion years ago.  

The area for the proposed research is approximately 120 km north of Chisasibi, and 110 km west-southwest of 
Kuujjuarapik. There are no known protected areas nearby. Upon completion of the fieldwork everything will be 
removed, leaving no impact.  

This fieldwork will take place over a fixed period, from July 1st to August 31st, 2019. The Proponent expects 
this project to have a small contribution to the local economy. During this project, the Proponent will use 
Chisasibi as a logistical center, and will hire local hunters to guide us to the field area. In addition, he will be 
making use of the local hotels and Co-op for accommodations, fuel purchases, etc. In total, he expects to spend 
approximately $7,000 in Chisasibi, with the majority paid directly to local hunters. This project will have no 
environmental impact. 

2. As stated in the Proponent’s application, the following commitments have been made:

• Geological fieldwork will be carried out by two people from July 1st to August 31st, 2019
• Transportation to the field area from Chisasibi, and within Long Island Sound, will occur by a small

motor boat.
• A geological map for Long Island Sound will be made



4 
 

• Small rock samples (~50 – 500 grams) will be collected in the field 
• Chisasibi will be used as a logistical center, and local hunters will be hired to guide us to the field 

area 
• Camp will consist of three tents (two sleeping tents, one cooking tent), and a small, portable polar 

bear fence. Garbage will be stored in strong plastic containers. All tents, garbage, etc, will be 
removed upon completion of the fieldwork, with nothing being left behind. There will be no power 
source in camp. 

• Fuel storage will be in "jerry cans" (Gasoline 15 x 20 L) 
• Fuel will only be handled in small quantities (20 L jerry cans) and will not have to be transferred 

between containers. The risk of a spill is therefore very low. Nonetheless, we will have a small spill 
clean up kit (consisting of oil absorbent) in case fuel is spilled. 

• The small amount of water being used (10 L per day) will be collected manually, thus fish 
entrapment will not be an issue. 

• The small amount of sewage and camp grey water (approximately 62 L each) will be buried onsite. 
The small amount of garbage generated (largely food wrappers and other miscellaneous camp 
garbage) will be returned to Chisasibi for landfill disposal upon completion of the fieldwork. 

• The Cree Hunters Association in Chisasibi will be contacted to provide recommendations for guides 
to Long Island Sound. This will also help to ensure that our campsite does not interfere with 
traditional land use. 

 
3. Key Stages of the Screening Process  
The following key stages were completed: 
 
Date  Stage  
March 14, 2019 Receipt of project proposal from the 

EMRPC  
March 15, 2019 Issue of the Notice for Screening  
March 15 – March 29, 2019 Public Commenting Period 
 
 
4. Public Comments and Concerns  
Notice regarding the EMRIRB’s screening of this project proposal was distributed on March 15, 2019 to 
community organizations, the Eeyou Marine Region Wildlife Board, as well as to relevant federal and territorial 
government agencies, Cree organizations, and other parties. The EMRIRB requested that interested parties 
review the proposal, and provide the Board with any comments or concerns by March 29, 2019 regarding:  
 

• Whether the project proposal is likely to arouse significant public concern; and if so, why;  
• Whether the project proposal is likely to cause significant adverse eco-systemic or socio-economic 

effects; and if so, why;  
• Whether the project proposal is likely to cause significant adverse impacts on Wildlife Habitat or Cree 

harvesting activities; and if so, why;  
• Whether the project proposal is of a type where the potential adverse effects are highly predictable and 

mitigable with known technology, (and providing any recommended mitigation measures); and  
• Any matter of importance to the Party related to the project proposal.  

 
The following is a summary of the comments and concerns received by the EMRIRB:  
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1. Félix Boulanger, Wildlife Management Biologist, EMR Wildlife Board (Appendix A) 
• Concerns about the project proposal: wildlife and their habitat, birds and their habitat, Cree and/or Inuit 

harvesting activities, community involvement and consultation 
 

The coastal islands of James Bay and Hudson Bay are frequently used by migratory birds as feeding grounds or 
for nesting, especially during the summer months. In Canada, migratory birds are protected under the Migratory 
Birds Convention Act, 1994 (S.C. 1994, c. 22) (Appendix A). 
 
Some of these islands are also increasingly used by polar bears (South Hudson Bay population) in the summer.  
 
In preparation for any kind of scientific field work taking place in Eeyou Istchee, it is common practice to 
inform and consult the tallyman and/or other relevant land users before the start of the activity, as well as local 
Band Council. An interpreter may be required. 

 
The EMRWB recommends: 

• To recover all waste, leave no trace on the camping or sampling sites; 
• to avoid disturbance of nest sites / bird colonies (keep good distance); 
• to be informed and prepared for polar bear encounters (hire a local guide, carry non-lethal deterrent and 

an appropriate firearm and ammunitions). The field team should also be familiar with preventive 
measures to help avoid human-bear conflict;  

• No feeding of wildlife; 
• To coordinate with local band office and land users to prevent potential interference with harvesting and 

land use activities. For this area, the tallyman who should be contacted in priority is Freddie Scipio.  
 

The EMRWB does not oppose the project but recommends holding the field work in early or late summer, 
i.e. before July 1 or after August 31st, to avoid disturbing bird nesting colonies. The tallyman should be 
consulted on that subject. 

Please report all polar bear encounters, as well as the presence of bird nesting colonies, to Felix Boulanger, at 
fboulanger@eeyoumarineregion.ca. 

 
2. Vincent Gautier-Doucet, Anthropology Department Administrator, Chisasibi Eeyou Resource and 

Research Institute (Appendix B) 
• Concerns about the project proposal: wildlife and their habitat, birds and their habitat, heritage resources 

in the area, traditional uses of land, Cree and/or Inuit harvesting activities, community involvement and 
consultation, local development in the area 

 
1. Traditionally, the trapline members of CH07 avoid Long-Island during most of the summer to prevent 

any disruption to the nesting waterfowl. Prolongated fieldwork all over the island would have significant 
negative effects on the local wildlife. 
  

2. The research project, as it is described in this document, follows old models of fieldwork by southern 
researchers and universities in the north which do not work towards local capacity development and 
community engagement. The Cree Nation of Chisasibi has created a community-based research center, 
the Chisasibi Eeyou Resource and Research Institute (CERRI) to change the way research is conducted 
on its territory, promoting community engagement, youth involvement and science-related capacity 
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building. Neither the Cree Nation of Chisasibi nor CERRI were approached previously to the EMRIRB 
screening for community engagement or consultation by the project proponent.  

 
3. Although to our knowledge there is no archaeological sites recorded on Long-Island, the area has been 

heavily in use by both Cree and Inuit families and chances are there is a rich archaeological presence in 
the area. Geological sampling could have a negative impact on unidentified archaeological sites: in the 
north, archaeological sites commonly exist directly on bedrock and in boulder fields.  

 
The Chisasibi Eeyou Resource and Research Institute recommends that:  
 

1. The four family units that are the traditional occupants of that area should be consulted to evaluate the 
impacts of two months of field work on Long-Island wildlife, specifically the nesting waterfowl. 
Traditionally, the trapline members of CH07 avoid Long-Island during most of the summer months to 
prevent any disruption to the nesting waterfowl. We believe prolongated fieldwork all over the island 
would have significant negative effects on the local wildlife.  
 

2. The project could involve the participation of members of the CH07 trapline, especially youth. The 
research project should benefit community members and local trapline members.  
 

3. The project proponent should inform and get consent from the Tallyman of CH07 as well as from the 
Cree Nation of Chisasibi before making the trip to Long-Island.  
 

4. The presence of cultural heritage should be assessed where geological sampling is to be carried on 
Long-Island.  
 

5. An access permit from Makivik to visit the Islands in the EMR/NMR zone is probably required 
(uncertain for the overlap zone) as well as a land use permit from the Ministère de l’Énergie et des 
Ressources Naturelles if they expect to also conduct research on the coast.  

 
6. Previous projects on Long-Island, for which there was no community consultation, had negative impacts 

on the local environment such has garbage and abandoned buildings. Impacts such as these are due to a 
lack of consultation for which we would like to avoid a repeat. 

 
 

ASSESSMENT OF THE PROJECT PROPOSAL AND DECISION 

After a thorough assessment of all material provided to the Board, in accordance with the principles identified 
within Section 18.4.2 of the EMRLCA, the decision of the Board as per Section 18.4.4 of the EMRLCA is that: 
 
The Project Proposal may be processed without a review under section 18.5; the EMRIRB is 
recommending specific terms and conditions to be attached to the approval, reflecting the primary objectives 
set out in subsection 18.2.5. 
 
 

VIEWS OF THE BOARD 

1. Long Island is situated in the Joint Zone of the Cree/Inuit Overlap Area. Consequently, the island is jointly 
owned by the Cree Nation Government and the Makivik Corporation. 
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2. Non-Cree require the consent of the Cree Nation Government to enter, cross or remain on Cree 
islands (EMRLCA, ss. 7.1.1. See comparable provision under NILCA, ss. 12.1.1). 
 
3. With the consent of the Cree Nation Government, persons conducting research shall have a right of access to 
islands in accordance with terms and conditions imposed by the Cree Nation Government, other than the 
payment of fees (EMRLCA, ss. 7.2.4. Comparable provisions under NILCA, ss. 12.2.7). 
 
4. The right of access for researchers is also subject to conditions set out in the EMRLCA and the NILCA 
(respectively ss. 7.2.5 and 12.2.8): 
 
a) no significant damage caused whether by way of physical alteration to the land or otherwise; 
b) no mischief committed; 
c) no interference with Cree Harvesting activities save in the circumstances of an emergency; and 
d) no significant interference with other Cree/Inuit uses and quiet enjoyment of such lands. 
 
5. The researcher must obtain appropriate authorizations, including under Chapter 18, as applicable (ss.7.6.1 of 
the EMRLCA and ss. 12.6.1 of the NILCA). 
 
6. If applicable, the screening and review of the project proposal should be carried out jointly by the EMRIRB 
and the NRMIRB, in accordance with section 7.5 of the Cree/Inuit Offshore Overlap Agreement and section 
30.6 of the EMRLCA and 28.8 of the NILCA. 
 
The EMRIRB has recommended project-specific terms and conditions to be taken into account in the 
issuance and/or implementation of authorizations by the competent authorities, including but not 
necessarily limited to the Cree Nation Government, Makivik Corporation, and the Nunavut Research 
Institute. 
 

PROJECT-SPECIFIC TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

The Board is recommending the following specific terms and conditions to apply in respect of the project:  
 
General 

1. Malcolm SW Hodgskiss (the Proponent) shall maintain a copy of the EMRIRB Project Terms and Conditions 
at the site of operation at all times. 

2. The Proponent shall operate in accordance with all commitments stated in correspondence provided to the 
Eeyou Marine Region Impact Review Board (Online Application Form, March 13, 2019). 

3. The Proponent shall operate the site in accordance with all applicable Acts, Regulations and Guidelines, 
including in regard to wildlife and harvesting while on the island. 
 

Authorizations 

1. The Proponent shall forward copies of all authorizations obtained and required for this project to the EMRIRB 
prior to the commencement of the project: 

a. Cree Nation Government, written evidence of approval (Not yet applied for)  
b. Makivik Corporation, Entry and Access Permit (Applied for) 
c. Nunavut Research Institute, Scientific Research License (Applied for) 
d. Nunavik Marine Region Impact Review Board, Screening Decision Report (Applied for) 
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2. The Proponent shall provide written evidence of approval to the EMRIRB from the following persons prior 
to the commencement of the project: 
a) Tallyman of CH07  
b) Davey Bobbish (Chief of the Cree Nation of Chisasibi) 
c) Louisa Wynne (Chief of the Cree Nation of Whapmagoostui) 

 
Operations 

1. The Proponent shall not disturb or destroy the nests or eggs of any birds.  If nests are encountered and/or 
identified, the Proponent shall take precaution to avoid further interaction and or disturbance (e.g., a 100 
metres buffer around the nests).  If active nests of any birds are discovered (i.e., with eggs or young), the 
Proponent shall avoid these areas until nesting is complete and the young have left the nest. 

2. The Proponent shall not feed any wildlife.  
3. The Proponent shall ensure that all camps are located on gravel, sand or other durable land. 
4. The Proponent shall ensure that the land use area is kept clean and tidy at all times. 
5. The Proponent shall ensure that all disturbed areas are restored to a stable or pre-disturbed state as practical 

as possible upon completion of field work.  
6. The Proponent should be informed and prepared for polar bear encounters. The field team should also be 

familiar with preventive measures to help avoid human-bear conflict. 
7. The Proponent should provide a final report of results upon completion of the research, including the 

geological map of Long Island Sound, to key stakeholders, including the Cree Nation Government, the 
Makivik Corporation, the local authorities and communities, including Chisasibi, Whapmagoostui, 
Kuujjuarapik, local tallymen, trappers and hunters. 
 

Change in Project Scope 

1. Responsible authorities or the Proponent shall notify the EMRIRB of any changes in operating plans or 
conditions, including changes in the timing of the project, prior to any such change.   
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CONCLUSION 

The foregoing constitutes the Board’s screening decision with respect to Malcolm SW Hodgskiss’ “Testing the 
Orosirian carbon cycle: Long Island Sound, Nunavut”. The EMRIRB remains available for consultation 
regarding this report as necessary.  

The EMRIRB looks forward to your decision on this file as well as being kept informed and updated on 
the relevant permitting processes. 

Dated April 12, 2019. 

Isaac Masty, Chairperson of the EMRIRB 

Attachments: 

Appendix A Migratory Birds Additional Information 

Appendix B Comments from the EMR Wildlife Board 

Appendix C Comments from Chisasibi Eeyou Resource and Research Institute 
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Appendix A 

Migratory Birds Additional Information 

1. For further information on how to protect migratory birds, their nests and eggs when planning or carrying out
project activities, consult Environment and Climate Change Canada’s Incidental Take web page and the fact
sheet “Planning Ahead to Reduce the Risk of Detrimental Effects to Migratory Birds, and their Nests and
Eggs” available at http://www.ec.gc.ca/paom-itmb/.

2. The Migratory Birds Convention Act and Migratory Birds Regulations (http://laws-
lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/M-7.01/).

http://www.ec.gc.ca/paom-itmb/
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/M-7.01/
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/M-7.01/


Appendix B

Comments from the Eeyou Marine Region Wildlife Board

The Eeyou Marine Region Impact Review Board (EMRIRB) has a mandate to protect the integrity 
of the ecosystem for the existing and future residents of the Eeyou Marine Region. To assess 
the environmental and socio-economic impacts of the project proposal, the EMRIRB would 
like to hear your concerns, comments, and suggestions about the following project proposal 
application: 

Project Proposal Title: 
Testing the Orosirian Carbon Cycle: Long Island Sound, Nunavut 

Proponent: Malcolm Hodgskiss (Stanford University), Margaret Whelan (McGill University) 
Location:    Long Island Sound, Nunavut 
Comments Due By:  March 29, 2019 EMRIRB #: 0004-1519-003 

Indicate your concerns about the project proposal below: 
� no concerns    � traditional uses of land 
� water quality    X Cree and/or Inuit harvesting activities 
� terrain             X community involvement and consultation 
� air quality                  � local development in the area 
X wildlife and their habitat              � tourism in the area 
� marine mammals and their habitat               � human health issues
X birds and their habitat             � other:____________________________________________ 
� fish and their habitat                 __________________________________________________ 
� heritage resources in area                  __________________________________________________ 
Please describe the concerns indicated above: 

The coastal islands of James Bay and Hudson Bay are frequently used by migratory birds as 
feeding grounds or for nesting, especially during the summer months. In Canada, migratory birds 
are protected under the Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994 (S.C. 1994, c. 22). 

Some of these islands are also increasingly used by polar bears (South Hudson Bay population) 
in the summer.  

In preparation for any kind of scientific field work taking place in Eeyou Istchee, it is common 
practice to inform and consult the tallyman and/or other relevant land users before the start of the 
activity, as well as local Band Council. An interpreter may be required. 

Do you have any suggestions or recommendations for this project? 

The EMRWB recommends: 

• To recover all waste, leave no trace on the camping or sampling sites;
• to avoid disturbance of nest sites / bird colonies (keep good distance);
• to be informed and prepared for polar bear encounters (hire a local guide, carry non-lethal

deterrent and an appropriate firearm and ammunitions). The field team should also be
familiar with preventive measures to help avoid human-bear conflict;

• No feeding of wildlife;



• To coordinate with local band office and land users to prevent potential interference with 
harvesting and land use activities. For this area, the tallyman who should be contacted in 
priority is Freddie Scipio.  

 
Do you support the project proposal? Yes X   No �    Any additional comments? 
 
The EMRWB does not oppose the project but recommends holding the field work in early or late 
summer, i.e. before July 1 or after August 31st, to avoid disturbing bird nesting colonies. The 
tallyman should be consulted on that subject. 
 
Please report all polar bear encounters, as well as the presence of bird nesting colonies, to Felix 
Boulanger, at fboulanger@eeyoumarineregion.ca. 
 
 
 
 
Name of person commenting: Félix Boulanger      Location: Waskaganish, Qué. 
Organization: EMR Wildlife Board Position:  Wildlife Management Biologist 
   

 



Appendix C

Comments from the Chisasibi Eeyou Resource and Research Institute

The Eeyou Marine Region Impact Review Board (EMRIRB) has a mandate to protect the 

integrity of the ecosystem for the existing and future residents of the Eeyou Marine Region. To 

assess the environmental and socio-economic impacts of the project proposal, the EMRIRB 

would like to hear your concerns, comments, and suggestions about the following project 

proposal application: 

Project Proposal Title: 

Testing the Orosirian Carbon Cycle: Long Island Sound, Nunavut 

Proponent: Malcolm Hodgskiss (Stanford University), Margaret Whelan (McGill University) 

Location:    Long Island Sound, Nunavut 

Comments Due By:  March 29, 2019 EMRIRB #: 0004-1519-003 

Indicate your concerns about the project proposal below: 
 no concerns      x traditional uses of land 

 water quality      x Cree and/or Inuit harvesting activities 

 terrain       x community involvement and consultation 

 air quality      x local development in the area 

x wildlife and their habitat       tourism in the area 

 marine mammals and their habitat     human health issues     

x birds and their habitat        other:____________________________________________ 

 fish and their habitat       __________________________________________________ 

x heritage resources in area      __________________________________________________ 

Please describe the concerns indicated above: 

1. Traditionally, the trapline members of CH07 avoid Long-Island during most of the

summer to prevent any disruption to the nesting waterfowl. Prolongated fieldwork all

over the island would have significant negative effects on the local wildlife.

2. The research project, as it is described in this document, follows old models of fieldwork

by southern researchers and universities in the north which do not work towards local

capacity development and community engagement. The Cree Nation of Chisasibi has

created a community-based research center, the Chisasibi Eeyou Resource and Research

Institute (CERRI) to change the way research is conducted on its territory, promoting

community engagement, youth involvement and science-related capacity building.

Neither the Cree Nation of Chisasibi nor CERRI were approached previously to the

EMRIRB screening for community engagement or consultation by the project proponent.

3. Although to our knowledge there is no archaeological sites recorded on Long-Island, the

area has been heavily in use by both Cree and Inuit families and chances are there is a

rich archaeological presence in the area. Geological sampling could have a negative

impact on unidentified archaeological sites: in the north, archaeological sites commonly

exist directly on bedrock and in boulder fields.

Do you have any suggestions or recommendations for this project? 

1. The four family units that are the traditional occupants of that area should be consulted to

evaluate the impacts of two months of field work on Long-Island wildlife, specifically the

nesting waterfowl. Traditionally, the trapline members of CH07 avoid Long-Island



during most of the summer months to prevent any disruption to the nesting waterfowl. 

We believe prolongated fieldwork all over the island would have significant negative 

effects on the local wildlife. 

2. The project could involve the participation of members of the CH07 trapline, especially 

youth. The research project should benefit community members and local trapline 

members. 

3. The project proponent should inform and get consent from the Tallyman of CH07 as well 

as from the Cree Nation of Chisasibi before making the trip to Long-Island. 

4. The presence of cultural heritage should be assessed where geological sampling is to be 

carried on Long-Island. 

5. An access permit from Makivik to visit the Islands in the EMR/NMR zone is probably 

required (uncertain for the overlap zone) as well as a land use permit from the Ministère 

de l’Énergie et des Ressources Naturelles if they expect to also conduct research on the 

coast. 

6. Previous projects on Long-Island, for which there was no community consultation, had 

negative impacts on the local environment such has garbage and abandoned buildings. 

Impacts such as these are due to a lack of consultation for which we would like to avoid a 

repeat. 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you support the project proposal? Yes    No x    Any additional comments? 
 

The Chisasibi Eeyou Resource and Research Institute is available to answer any questions relevant to the comments 

mentioned in this form. You can address your questions to Vincent Gautier-Doucet at v.gautier-

doucet@hotmail.com or cerri@chisasibi.ca.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name of person commenting: Vincent Gautier-

Doucet 

     Location: Chisasibi 

Organization: Chisasibi Eeyou 

Resource and 

Research Institute 

Position: Anthropology Department 

Administrator 

   
 

mailto:v.gautier-doucet@hotmail.com
mailto:v.gautier-doucet@hotmail.com
mailto:cerri@chisasibi.ca
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